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WORSHIP SERVICE PROGRAMME 


Prelude 

Call to Worship 

Doxology - Hymn # 1 
Responsive Reading 

Prayer 

Historical Survey 

Choir 

Speeches: 

Armenian Evangelical Union 
Armenian Missionary Assoc. 
Holy Trinity Armenian Church 
Fairlawn United Church 

Choir 

Armenian Evangelical Union Elder 
Closing Speech 

Prayer 

The Lord's Prayer 
Benediction 


Postlude 


Rev. H. Zarifian 
Minister of Montreal 


Rev. S. Nigosian 
Former minister 
The Church choir 


Rev. V. Hartunian 
Moderator of A.E.U. 
Mr. N.Y. Daghlian 
President of A.M,A.A. 
Very Rev. Father 

J. Tashjian 

Rev. A. Mc Cuaig 


Rev. D. Kassouny 
Rev. A. Jizmejian 
Rev. A. A. Bedikian 


congregation 


ORGANIST Ve Kaljian 
CHOIR LEADER Ms Ve Simonian 
CHOIR ORGANIST MSeSe Jizmejian 


HOW THE ARMENIAN EVANGELICAL CHURCH CAME 
INTO BEING AND CONTINUES TO FLOURISH. 


In the summer of 1960, under very modest conditions, 
like the Babe in the manger, a child was born and it was 
called the Armenian Evangelical Church of Toronto. 


At that time the Armenians in Toronto numbered a few 
hundred individuals of whom only a small percentage 
were Evangelicals and were not organized in any way. 
Many of this small number frequented local churches but 
were unable to satisfy their spiritual needs because of 
language, cultural and other differences, 


A handful of Evangelical immigrants from the 
Middle Eastern countries had the vision of founding an 
Armenian Evangelical Church with a lean purse but a 
strong will and faith in the Almighty. Men with the same 
foresight flocked together and elected a board of five © 
persons who were - Balabanian Khatchig, Jamgotchian 
Hovhanness, Karnigian Barkev, Kulidjian Arsham and 
Nigosian Solo. With one accord and with the sacrificial 
spirit of a martyr, the determination of a storm trooper, 
and a trust in God, they organized services, meetings 
and activities as the Armenian Evangelical Church. 


How can yesterday's immigrants invite a full time 
minister? They did not, for the youngest of the elected 
five, Solo Nigosian, an experienced Christian anda 
dynamic personality, volunteered ''HereamI, send me" 
and with the readiness and willingness of Isaiah offered 
himself without monetary recompense, 


So with an unpaid minister and a rented church 
building this church had its beginning. Was not Jesus P 
also born ina rented manger? and did he not ride a 
borrowed colt? 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 


The children's Sunday School was organized 
right from the first day. The children are grouped 
in three classes according to age and the Love of 
God is taught to them by experienced teachers. 


The Sunday School children have always bene- 
fited from the experience of able and dedicated 
teachers. Mrs. Osgan has been with the children 
since the start and has had several co-workers in 
the past among whom were: Miss Marie Dadian, 

Mr. Dikran Ghazarian and Mr. Andy Loussarian. 
The young people's class was held in Fairland United 
Church for two years by Mrs. Joy Beylerian. At 
present Mrs. Kenar Sagherian and Miss Mary 
Jizmejian assist in the work of instructing the young 


ones. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT 


MRS. HASMIG OSGAN 1960 - 70 
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YOUNG PEOPLE 


Organized effort was made to encourage the young 
people of the Church in their projects and activities 
and in that way their abilities and talents were not 
left idle. 


In addition to the Saturday evening fellowship, 
meetings, and outings, they made an excursion to 
Montreal in 1968 and paid a visit to our sister church 
and the Youth Organization in the metropolis. They 
have participated in the Keswick three-day Conference 
at Keswick for the past three years. 


They gave the VARTANANTZ performance in 
1969 which was received by the audience with real 
appreciation. 


During the year they have assumed the duty of 
the Church Sunday service and have even given the 


sermon themselves. 
They have also furnished the basement audit- 


orium with a brand new piano that cost them $1, 000. 
of which every penny was earned by them through 
carolling and washing automobiles. 


| PRESIDENTS OF YOUTH ORGANIZATION 


Rev. Solo Nigosian 
Mr. Ray Kurkjian 
Mr. George Beylerian 
Mr. Andy Loussarian 
Mr. Sarkis Marandjian 


THE LADIES 


Not very long after the church was formed, the 


Ladies Auxiliary was organized. 


ally became the backbone of social and financial under- 
takings. In the early days they held meetings in the 
homes of different members because of the lack of 


facilities in the church building. 


As soon as the church building was purchased 
the funds received froma social evening were used 
to set up a kitchen and buy the necessary equipment 
for it. 


As time went by every effort was made to 
provide for the various material needs of the church. 
It was a happy day when the church organ was 
acquired. Although ten years have now elapsed, 
the ladies still work with the same spirit and vigour 
and are a great help to the Church Board in all its 
undertakings. Their programs and fund-raising 
projects such as banquets, bazars and picnics have 
benefited the Church in every way. 


Mrs. Zarouhi Jamgotchian | 
Miss Sybil Balabanian 

Mrs. Hasmig Osgan 

Mrs. Alice Beylerian 


PRESIDENTS OF LADIES ORGANIZATION 


This group eventu- 


60-61 
62-65, 67, 69-70 
66 
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Some time later the newly organized church 
assumed the work of writing its own constitution. 
They perused the constitutions of other sister 
churches in making up their own. In October, 1961, 
the Armenian Evangelical Church became a member 
of the Union of Armenian Churches of Eastern United 


States. 
This church decided to have its own church build- 


ing as more and more immigrants arrived. This 
would enable the ladies, youth groups and church 
activities to take place without any difficulties. Thus 
the words found in the Bible came to pass: ''To him 
will I give the land he hath trodden upon.'' When 

this church building was put up for sale, the dream 
of the congregation came true. Through the strong 
faith of the board, the sacrifices of the congregation, 
the financial encouragement of the Armenian 
Evangelical Union and the help of friends and sister 
churches we were able to procure this rented church 
building. It became the property of the Armenian 
Evangelical Church. 


Our delegates at the A. E. U. Convention 1961. 
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Meanwhile the Church began to publish the 
Canada-Armenian Press periodical which continued 
to appear every month until 1970. This magazine 
contained articles of current interest plus contribut- 
ions from various church members. 


While Reverend Solo Nigosian was our pastor he 
was ordained and became the salaried minister of the 
church. He took his bachelor of arts at the University 
of Toronto at this time. He served the church nearly 
eight years before he relinquished his post to devote 
his efforts to full time post-graduate studies. 


For almost one year the board invited provisional 
ministers to fill the pulpit. Rev. K, Sarian served 
the congregation for seven months, followed by Rev. 
H. Gurlekian. At the same time the board was look- 
ing for a permanent minister. Finally an invitation 
was given to Rev. Abraham Jizmejian, the present 
pastor, who arrived in Toronto on July 30, 1969. 


In the fall of 1969, the pastor and the board of 
the church arranged to hold several services for the 
Armenians in Galt and in the neighbouring community- 
the services were held in the Lincoln United Church 
in Galt. 


About a year and a half ago the board of the church 
purchased the property adjacent to the church. This 
became the parsonage for the minister and his 
family. Through the generous gifts of the church 
members and friends along with the financial 
assistance given by the Armenian Evangelical Union, 
another milestone was achieved. 
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3 Many missionary projects were undertaken 


during the year, 1970. 


Armenian Missionary Association. 


The Church adopted some 
children in the Youth Home located in Constaninople 
and other places in response to an appeal by the 


Money was also 


contributed to help the evangelical work in Iran. 


BARKEV 


KARNIGIAN 1 
ALBERT NORADOUNKIAN 1 
KAREKIN SAGHERIAN 1 


Ke 


€ 


Heavenly Father, we humbly 
thank Thee for all Thy 
mercies during the past ten 
years. We pray that Thou 
wilt pour out your blessings 


on us in the years to come, 


Amen, 
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10th Anniversary Celebration Committee 


seated: left to right. Mrs.H.Osgan, Rev.A. Jizmejian 
Miss S. Balabnian 
standing: left to right. Messrs. K.Sagherian, 
K. Balabanian, A. Kulidjian, B. Karnigian, 
A. Loussarian, M. Fermanian, G. Beylerian. 
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